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SNSF Open Research Data policy

Implementation of the ORD policy in October 2017

Policy statement
The SNSF values research data sharing as a fundamental contribution to the impact, transparency and 
reproducibility of scientific research. In addition to being carefully curated and stored, the SNSF 
believes research data should be shared as openly as possible. 

Funding Regulations Article 47b
«data collected with the aid of an SNSF grant must be made available to other researchers and 
integrated into recognized scientific data pools»
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SNSF Open Research Data policy

The SNSF ORD policy is essentially based on three main pillars:

• A data management plan (DMP) that requires researchers to describe how data will be generated or 
collected, stored and shared.

• Requirements for data repositories that must comply with the FAIR data principles. The SNSF grants 
a maximum budget of CHF 10'000 (or more if justified) for the costs related to data preparation and 
data archiving in data repositories that comply with FAIR data and are not commercial.

• Data needs to be shared no later than the time of the corresponding publication, as long as there are 
no legal, ethical, copyright or other clauses that prevent this ("as open as possible, as closed as 
necessary")
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Data Management Plan (DMP)

• The submission of a DMP is a formal requirement

• DMPs are not part of the review process (no access for external reviewers). 

• At project submission, DMPs are considered as drafts but a “plausible” DMP is a condition for the 
release of funds. 

• DMPs are editable (at any time during the funding period) and the final version has to be submitted at 
the end of the project grant.
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Data Management Plan (DMP)

5



Data Management Plan (DMP)
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Data sharing - Principles

• SNSF expects data of a publication to be shared. 

• Data needs to be shared as soon as possible on a data repository, but at the latest at the time of 
publication of the respective scientific output.

• Additional data can be shared if the researcher wishes to do so. 

• Repositories need to be digital and conform to the FAIR data principles.
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Cost contributions

• A maximal cost contribution of CHF 10'000 per grant is installed for:

− data archiving costs (“data publishing charges”) and 

− related data preparation costs (prior to and for upload only) 

• Data archiving costs are not paid if the data repository is commercial.

• The SNSF contributes to these archiving costs only on the basis of a one-time payment at the time 
of data upload on the repository. The SNSF does not cover any subsequent costs. 

• Cost contribution can be exceeded, if justified. 
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FAIR Data Principles

Source: https://www.ands.org.au/working-with-data/fairdata/training
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https://www.ands.org.au/working-with-data/fairdata/training


FAIR Data Principles – SNSF “light version”

• Globally unique and persistent identifiers for data (e.g. DOI, ARK, etc.)

• Upload of descriptive and project-specific metadata

• Data license (e.g. creative commons, open data commons, etc.)

• Metadata publicly accessible even in the case of datasets with restricted access

• Structured and machine-readable metadata

• Long-term preservation plan for data
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SNSF Monitoring report
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Data collected (N=1’516) from funded 
applications:

– Project funding scheme (N=1’270)
– Career funding scheme (N=188)
– Sinergia (N=58)

Aims:
– DMP acceptance rates and reasons for 

rejection
– Repositories

Report 2017-2018



DMP – Acceptance rate
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DMP – Reasons for comments
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- No repository clearly indicated
- Minor issues
- Data repository not FAIR
=> can be updated by the end of project

DMP conditionally accepted



DMP – Reasons for comments
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- Publish data on website/annex to publications
- Sharing but confounding information
- Sharing upon request (e.g by e-mail)
- Sharing with embargo without explanation
- No sharing without explanation
- No DMP submitted but project generates data
=> to be updated before start of project

DMP revision



Repositories – Top 10 across disciplines
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Repositories – Top 10 – discipline-specific
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Examples of data repositories
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re3data.org
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ORD National Strategy

• The SNSF has contributed to the elaboration of the 
national Open Research Data strategy based on an 
agreement between SERI, swissuniversities, ETHS 
and the SNSF.

• The Swiss National ORD Strategy provides a 
framework for the development of practices built 
around sharing research data in Switzerland, and for 
governing the services and infrastructures that 
support researchers and enable ORD practices.

• The strategy and the corresponding action plan 
have been published last year
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At the international level

The SNSF is a member of the EOSC Association and 
plans to actively contribute to the planned working groups

The SNSF is a member of Science Europe and 
contributes to different working groups
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At the international level
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Science Europe documentation



At the international level
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Science Europe documentation



Open Research Data – SNSF Website
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https://www.snf.ch/en/dMILj9t4LNk8NwyR/topic/open-
research-data

https://www.snf.ch/en/dMILj9t4LNk8NwyR/topic/open-research-data


SNSF Data Portal
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– https://data.snf.ch/
– Detailed information about the datasets 

for each project
– Link to the corresponding datasets 

(when applicable)
– More visibility for the data 

sets/publications compared to P3

Information

https://data.snf.ch/


Next steps

• Maintaining and strengthening the learning process with the research communities

• Continuously updated information on SNSF ORD website 

• SNSF Monitoring report based on actual data archiving practices
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Questions?
Contact: ord@snf.ch
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